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Seasonal Labor Needs for California Crops 
San Luis Obispo County (exclusive of the Oso Flaco district) 


"Scope of Presentation.-- The following considerations govern the presentation 
of this progress report: 


1, The data are confined to the area indicated above. 
&e The data are confined solely to crops, livestock needs being ignored. 


$e The findings apply only to occasional or seasonal labor requirements as 
distinguished from lebor contributed by farm operators and by workers employed on 
& year-round or regular basis of employment. 


4. Attention is concentrated upon workers required for hand tasks «« 
planting, thinning, weeding, hoeing, and harvesting == without including teamsters, 
tractor drivers, irrigators, hay balers, threshermen, and shed packers of vegetables 
or fruits. 


5e The presentation includes the so-called migratory, transient, or roving 
workers which comprise an important source of help needed in connection with certain 
tasks and at "peak" times which seasonally arise in connection with many field, 
truck, and fruit crops commercially produced in California. 


6. This report is confined to California's need for seasonal agricultural 
workers because of the more pressing problems liable to arise in connection 
therewith. A later study is planned which will deal with other kinds of labor 
involved in the production of California's many crops. 


Brief Description of the Area.-» San Luis Obispo County is situated on the 
coast of California about midway between San Francisco and Los Angeles» On the 
north it joins Monterey County, the boundary line running eastward from the ocean, 
crossing the Santa Lucia Mountains, the upper end of the Salinas Valley, and 
extending beyond it to the crest of the Mount Diablo Ranges On the east it joins 
Kern County, the boundary line following a general southeasterly direction along 
the Mount Diablo and Temblor ranges until it reaches the Santa Maria Valley, From 
this point westward to the ocean, the Santa Maria River divides it from Santa 
Barbara County on the southe On the west it is bounded for its full length by the 
Pacific Ocean. 


There are several important farming districts in the county. One is the Oso 
Flaco district in the southwest corner of the county, and which is really a part of 
the Guadalupe "deal" of Santa Barbara County. It has been omitted from this report, 
as it has been included with the Santa Barbara report. Another is located in the 
vicinity of Paso Robles and San Miguel, and is devoted largely to the growing of 
almonds. Orchards are scattered over a district some 18 miles square, but make up 
only a small portion of the total area, “Much of the land is mountainous, and used 
only for pasture. Another important district is located on the Carisa Plain in the 
central eastern part of the county, and is used mostly for wheat production, It is 
about 20 miles in length and 4 to 8 miles in width, and is about 2,000 feet above 
sea level. A third district is located in the vicinity of Shandon, in the north- 
eastern part of the county at an elevation slightly over 1,000 feet, Vegetable and 
truck crops are grown in the coastal valleys, especially near Arroyo Grande and 
Oceano, and also on the hills near the coast in various localities, which areas may 
be considered a fourth district, This lies mostly at elevations only slightly above 
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sea level except where the hills are farmed to elevations of several hundred feet. 
A fifth district includes the San Luis Valley, in the southwestern part of the 
county, near the city of San Luis Obispo. It is about 12 miles in length and from 
1 to 4 miles in width, and lies at an elevation of 100 to 250 or 300 feet. Los 
Osos and Chorro valleys, smaller in extent and adjoining San Luis Valley, may be 
considered a part of the same area. 


The soils of the county are varied, but generally are of the heavier textures. 
Some sandy loams and loams were noted, but clay loams of several different series 
probably make up the bulk of the agricultural land. 


The county contains a total of 2,133,760 acres, of whioh 406,093 are classed 
as available for crops by the 1935 Census. This is further classified as follows 
by the Census for the crop year 1934: 


Acreage 

Crop land harvested 153.776 
Crop failure 44.,260* 
Crop land idle or fallow 104, 736 
Plowable pasture 103 ,321 
Total 406 ,O93 


Crop acreages in 1935 are estimated to have been as follows:f 


Acreage 

Field crops 194,203 
Vegetable crops 19,430 
Fruit: and nut crops 19,847 
Total 255,480 


ee ee ee ee ee ee eS ee OE ec SD SD a ES SE SE NE OR Hh SF St a Rt A A I EH eH ~ 


* The season of 1934 was abnormally dry, resulting in much greater acreage of 
crop failure than usual. 


+ Chalmers, Thomas, County Agricultural Commissioner. Crop report of 
agricultural products of San Luis Obispo County, 1935. 
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Crops, Acre seos and Production.s-- Tho basis usod in calculating occasional 
or seasonal nocd for labor, other than that furnished by farm operators and 
rogularly cmployod workers, appoars as tablo l. 

TABLE 1 


Basis for Calculating Seasonal Labor Requirements == San Luis Obispo County, 
exclusive of the Oso Flaco district. 


Acreage Production 


Field crops: 
Alfalfa* 9,400 tons 
Barley 249,800 cwt. 
Beans -- mostly small, white 
and pink 56,360 cwt. 
Flower seeds oo 
Hay 76,800 tons 
Oats 48,980 cwt. 
Sugar beets 18,680 tons 
Wheat -- Carisa Plain 378,760 cut. 
other districts 841,010 owt. 


Vegetable crops: 

Peas == spring (bush) 251,200 crates of 60 pounds T 
fall {oetes) 148,575 crates of 60 pounds + 

Lettuce 192,510 crates 

Tomatoes ‘ 141,000 lugs 

String beans 6,312 cwt. 

Artichokes* 55,350 boxes 

Brussels sprouts* 21,230 boxes 

Cucumbers * 40,190 lugs 


Mixed vegetables* 


Orchard crops: 
Apples* 
Apricots* 
Grapes 
Pears 
Prunes 
Almonds 
Walnuts 
Miscellaneous 


* Use of seasonal labor on these crops inconsequential, and hence ignored. 


¥ Production of peas estimated as follows; spring crop at 28 crates per acrey 
fall crop at 175 crates per acre. 


# In the @ight years, 1928-1935, inclusive, total almond production in the 
county has ranged from 3,560 tons to 166=1/2 tons, with an average of about 1,637 
tons. 


$ The Walnut Control Board estimates the 1935 pack from San Luis Obispo County 
at 5,287 bags (of 100 pounds) of merchantable walnuts, or about 264 tons. 
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requiring th: seasonal or occasional labor for the various crops raised in 
San Luis Obispo County are indicated in table 2. This tabulation does not include 
the employing of shed workers needed to wash, pack, and prepare various commodities 
for shipping and marketing. 


TABLE 2 


Operations Requiring Use of Seasonal Labor and Times of Needs 
by Crops == San Luis Obispo County 


Hocing == not done extonsively =- ignored. 





















Piling += mostly done by regular holp -= ignored. 


Threshing (by stationary machines|Septombor 1-30 == 60 por eont 
66 per cent by seasonal workergof crop 
October 1-25 -- 40 por cent of 


crop 
Grain -- wheat, 
barley, and 
oats Harvesting wheat by combino July 1-31 «= 40 por cent of 
Carisa Plain =» 50 per cont acreage 
by seasonal workors August 1<31 -- 40 per cent of 
acreage 


Septomber 1-30 =~ 20 por cent 
of acreage 


Hauling bulk grain to ranch bins jJuly 1-31 -= 40 per cent of 
and to town, from Carisa Plain; crop 
district August 131 == 40 per cent of 
crop 
Septombor 1-30 -- 20 por cont 
of crop. 


Harvesting by combine == other jJuno 15830 == 20 por cent of 
districts == 50 per cent by acreage 
seasonal workers July 130 «= 60 por cont of 
acreago 
August 1-31 «- 20 per cent of 
acroage 


Hay «= other 
than alfolfa 
(mestly grain | 
hay) Mowing -~- 25 por cent by May 1-31 =- 75 por cent of 
seasonal workers acreage 
Juno 1-15 -- 25 por cent of 
acreage 


Table continued on next page. 
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Table 2 continued 


May 1-31 == 75 per cent of 
acreage 

June 1-15 -= 25 per cent of 
acreage 







Field crops: 


Raking == 25 per cent by 
(continued) 


seasonal workers 











Shocking -- 25 per cent by 
seasonal workers 





May 1-31 -« 75 per cent of 
acreage 

June 1-15 == 25 per cent of 
acreage 






Trimming -- 25 per cent by 
seasonal workers 


May 1-31 -- 75 per cent of 
acreage 

June 1-15 += 25 per cent of 
acreage 







Baling (25 per cent of crop 
60 per cent by seasonal 
workers 


May 15-31 -- 20 per cent of 
tonnage baled 

June 1-30 -- 50 per cent of 
tonnage beled 

July 1-15 -- 30 per cent of 
tonnage baled 











Seeds == flower 





Hoeing 
Irrigating 
Harvesting 


February to June, inclusive 
April to September, inclusive 
July to November, inclusive 










Sugar beets 





Thinnihg February -- 12 per cent of 
acreage 

March == 25 per cent of acreage 

April -- 50 per cent of acreage 


May -- 13 per cent of acreage 






Hocing == first time March == 20 per cent of acreage 
April -= 40 per cent of acreage 


May -- 40 per cent of acreage 






second time May -- 20 per cent of acreage 
June == 60 per cent of acreage 
July -= 20 per cent of acreage 
Topping and loading August -- 39 per cent of crop 
September =~ 38 per cent of crop 
October -=- 23 per cent of crop 












egetable crops: 
Peas =- bush* 






Hoeing == twice January -=- 30 per cent of 
winter acreage 

February -- 30 per cent of 
winter acreage 

March -- 30 per cent of 
winter acreage 

April -- 10 per cent of 
winter acreage 





(Table continued on next page. 
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6. 
Table 2 continued 


Vegotable crops: 
(continued) 









Sulfuring == two times March and April -- all acreage 
each month 














Picking February -- 10 per cent of 
spring crop 


March =-- 30 per cent of spring 









crop 

April «- 40 per cent of svring 
crop 

May =- 20 per cent of spring 
crop 










Peas == pole Setting poles == 50 per cent April 15-30 -- 10 per cent of 








by seasonal workers acreage 
May 1-30 -= 20 per cent of 
acroage 
Juno 1-30 «= 70 per cent of 
acroage 
Picking July -=- 2 per cent of fall crop 
August 1-31 -- 27 per cont of 
fall crop 






Septombor 1-30 -— 51 por cent 
of fall crop 

Octobor 1-10 == 20 per cont of 
fall crop 









Lottuco 





Thinning January -= 3535 acres 
February -= 335 acres 
March == 335 acres 
June -=- 217 acres 
July «= 217 acres 
August «= 217 acres 













March -- 335 acres 
April -- 335 acres 
May -- 335 acres 

July -- 217 acres 
August == 217 acres 
September -- 217 acres 














Cutting carlot shipments March == 11 cars 
34 cars # 10,608 crates April -- 4 cars 
May =- 10 cars 
October -- 5 cars 
November -= 3 cars 











Cutting and packing == dry pack} March =- 20 per cent of crop 
for truck shipment April -- 20 per cent of crop 
181,902 crates May #- 20 per cent of crop 

June == amount negligible 
August -- 15 per cent of crop 
September -- 13 per cent of cwp 









able continued on next panes 


NI kn ete ne = gn 





- or 





.) see 


sey 






2 
a 





sancti ia ~w Ilagé bas ‘fom - 
Aa eon -dhtsom sloao 





So shoe oy. Of 


ee eeperete® 3 
qaeno salud 
patron ap iGo toq Cb me dor 


at RA oe 
: ix wor ee ic ete) ' 7s 
i eabice, te “i cy OD ame Loach. t- : 
' OY as 
om ane 


cat “HOt 
"4 at Wei “gatbide to. 
er: re P 
Mae tain tog OL <« OSedl Lingh 
we ' pe aOYVS 
to, Saco ‘tq OS 


j OG =~ golog muitta 
i eyottow finoasse ¥ 
} , el yal 
26 RAS SES , IBSOTOP 
~ Xp agioe stag “OY 





Offi 
set ir OIRO 
+ hal 4 i a = , 
i pqeto Lint 20 .bico tog 3. ow Lot 5 
Rp ead) goq NS foeL darrsuA 
; en ae eee 
Fase. 425 {3 2 


. 


LP 


fae 


GORD 





ar 
“ee MOL 





gal 
gorns SIS we yl 
need TLE wm tak 
‘gorge VIS) we. tychret pad 


~ ‘ee FD. we siprait einenq ite Jolise anittyd 
; ) Seb Ban Linch | eetaeto. BOO. CL ® eres 
agra OF mem 


mee 
Py 


ae Pe 
4“ - z 
> 
F > 
- * 
_ eg A So eal i 
sof s + Paid ad - 
a ! 4 j : 
‘ ~ . 2 i oe 
Sia : . 
s s é —) 
A” : 4 a s 
on g ety 2 Ps 
=< = 4 : t> © hh F 
fe Oye 5 i. Ee aoa oe 
- ~~ ; & Bh, re woe aa 
La Ty oe 
’ =e ee - % . > 
LE A OL A A LO OS OE OE A Oe 
. 
x 
re 
2 
= 





¥ Fila 


ci2o 4 a gados00 : 
ato Bm todabvolt Find 
Ci on ig ee | 
€ Sek Rey ny = weF 
mo ko Seg; tad. OF ae jfotell 
qots to tiles 497 OS “==. 4b sqA 
e sts ‘ko Papo. Bo" 28 wa Veal 


puileag faa schtti 
idly Elparin tetbioane a orth 


teomyida slowed tot 


ee jae MOBayo, SOR KEI 
Gore “ duse aeq 6f onan OA pS. 
cas to drive 25% BE ont Kode 208 

G TSS BO DOM As nose of) 


re 











sont cad ce siukevt ive T vain ) otdstouey: 
(bounitoo) 








Sacre Nate, 7 


ofoq «= ei07 








Ts 
Table 2 continued 


Vegetable crops: 
(continued) 





















a me 


Operation 





Time of need 









Cutting and packing October -- 13 per cent of crop 


(continue a) 

















May -- 15 per cent of crop 

June -- 20 per cent of crop 
July -- 15 per cent of crop 

September -- 20 per cent of cro 
October -- 10 per cent of crop 

Balanoe -- scattered and 
inconsequential 


String beans Picking 
















Tomatoes Transplanting to field May =-- 75 per cent of acreage 


June -- 25 per cent of acreage 







Replanting 





May =- 50 per cent of job 
June =-- 50 per cent of job 





Hoeing 





July == all of job 
Picking «= for shipping August -- 5 per cent of crop 

September -- 28 per cent of cro 
October == 55 per cent of crop 
November -- 12 per cent of crop. 

















Orchard crops: 
Apricots 










Picking July «= all of crop 







Cutting for drying <= 75 per 
cent of crop 







July -- all of job 





Other dry yard labor July-- all of job 


Almonds Knocking August -- 20 per cent of crop 
September -- 40 per cent of erm 
October -- 30 per cent of crop 


November -- 10 por cent of crop 































Hulling -- by machine 
(including hand sorting and 
sacking) 


August -= 20 per cent of crop 
September -- 40 per cent of crop 
October -- 30 per cent of crop 
November -- 10 per cent of crop 






Picking -=- 25 per cent by 
seasonal workers 


September 15-30 =~ 50 per cent 
of crop | 

October 1-15 «= 50 per cent of 
crop | 
| 


Picking up Scptember -- all of crop 


Dry yard work September -- all of job 





Walnuts Harvesting and hulling by hand | September 20-30 == 10 per cont 


of crop 
October 1-30 -- 7 percat of crop 


November 1-15 -- 15 per cont of 
crop 
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8. 


Findings of Seasonal Labor Needs.-- Details and summaries of seasonal labor 
requirements of San Luis Ovispo County agriculture are presented as table 3. The 
"size of task" are ficures drawn from table 1 in terms of either acreage, or output 
in tons, crates, boxes, or whatever unit is commonly used. The "output per maneday" 
is an average figure for the entire acreage or output figured in packed crates, 
hampers, or boxes (in case of fruits and vegetables). If the work is of a nature 
that requires a crew different members of which perform different tasks (such as 
cutting, trimming, loading, and hauling cauliflower; trimming and crating celery, 
etc.), then the average shown is per man based on the entire crew. Length of day 
is 9 hours unless otherwise stated. Wide variations in output occur between farm 
and farm, field and field, and season and season, because of differences in soil 
types, climatic conditions, weeds, yields, and other factors influencing the amount 
of work that a laborer can perform in a given day. Moreover, the basis of output 
is a mature, experienced male worker without reference to use of women, children, 
and more or less inexperienced help that is sometimes used in connection with certain 
of the tasks requiring use of seasonal workers. The column headed "available days" 
reflects (a) limitations set from the period within which the work must be performed 
because of the nature of the task, such as transplanting, thinning, weeding, and 
cutting, and (b) available days as determined by weather conditions, inclement 
weather reducing the number of days when a required task can be performed. The 
"required number of individuals" is given in terms of workers as noted above in 
connection with "output per man-day," 


It is probable that the estimated number of workers required, as recorded in 
table 3, will often be too low, for the reason that "peaks" froquently occur, during 
which an unusually large proportion of the job is done in a very short period. This 
would naturally require a much greater number of workers than whon the work is 
spread over a longer period, even though the total amount of labor (in manedays ) 
remains the same. 
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January 


February 


TABLE 3 


Seasonal Labor Needs, San Luis Obispo County --— by Months and Tasks 


Peas (bush): Hoeing 
Lettuce: Thinning 
Totals 
Seed crops: 
Sugar beets: 
Peas (bush): 
Picking 
Lettuce: Thinning 
Totals 
Seed crops: Hoeing, etc. 
Sugar beets: Thinning 
Hoeing - first time 


Hoeing, etc. 
Thinning 
Hoeing 


Peas (bush): 
Sulfuring 
Picking 

Lettuce: Thinning 
Hoeing 


Hoeing 


Cutting carlot shipments --— 


11 cars 


Cutting and packing truck 


shipments 
Totals 
Seed crops: 
Sugar beets: Thinning 
Hoeing + first time 
Peas (bush): Hoeing 
Sulfuring 
Picking 
Peas (pole): 


Lettuce: Hoeing 


Setting poles 


2,670 acres 
335 acres 


274 acres 
2,670 acres 
25,120 crates 
335 acres 


570 acres 
456 acres 


2,670 acres 
8,900 acres 
75,360 crates 
335 acres 

335 acres 


3,432 crates 


38,500 crates 


Hoeing, irrigating !-—- 


1,139 acres 
911 acres 
1,780 acres 


100,480 crates 
42 acres $ 


335 acres 


2 acres 1,336 18 7S 


Q.5 acre 670 18 38 


112 man-months 
345 23 15 


0.5 acre 
2 acres 
7 pig 


(from 15th 
to 3ist) 


1.0 acre 


30 crates 


0 5 acre 
2.0 acres 
2 acres 


874 Tt 
7 (from 15th 
to 30th) 


5 crates 
0.5 acre 


1.0 acre 
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Lettuce: (continued) 
Cutting carlot shipments -~- 
4 cars 
Cutting and packing truck 
shipments 
Totals 
Grain hay: 
Raking 
Shocking 
Trimming 
Baling 


Mowing 


Hoeing, irrigating 
Thinning 


Seed crops: 
Sugar beets: 


Hoeing - first time 
- second time 
Peas (bush): Picking 
Peas {pole): Setting poles 
Lettuce: Hoeing 
Cutting carlot shipments ~-- 
10 cars 


Cutting and packing truck 
shipments 
String beans: Picking 
Tomatoes: Transplanting to 
field 
Replanting 
Totals 
Grain: Harvesting (districts 
other than Carisa Plain) 


Grain hay: Mowing 


Raking 


tons ¥ 


—— 


296 acres 

911 acres 

456 acres 
5,024 crates 
85 acres + 
335 acres 
3,120 crates 
38,500 crates 
947 cwt. 

258 acres 

515 acres 
6,680 acres + 
3,000 acres + 


3,000 acres + 


10 acres 
4 tons 


0.5 acre 


2.0 acres 
3.0 acres 
5 crates 
0.5 acre 
1.0 acre 


30 crates 
20 crates 
200 pounds 
0.5 acre 


2 acres 


6 acres 
(in 8 hours) 
10 acres 


20 acres 


eta ee 


Required number 
of workers* 


1,925 81 


és ; 
eS FP 


(from 15th 
to 3ist) 


(from lst 
to 15th) 


25 {from lst 
to 15th) 
13 {from lst 





Table continued on next page. _ > 
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(continued 


Grain hay: (continued) 
Shocking 


Trimming 


Baling 

Seed crops: Hoeing and 
irrigating 

Sugar beets: Hoeing <- 
second time 


Peas (pole): Setting poles 


Lettuce: Thinning 
String beans: Picking 


Tomatoes: Transplanting to 


field 
Replanting 
Totals 

Grain: Harvesting wheat 
(Carisa Plain) 
Hauling bulk grain 


Harvesting (other districts 


Grain hay: Baling 


Seed crops: Irrigating and 


harvesting 
Sugar beets: Hoeing -- 
second time 
Peas (pole): Picking 
Lettuce: Thinning 
Hoeing 
String beans: Picking 
Tomatoes: Hoeing 
Apricots: Picking 
Cutting for drying 


Other dry-yard labor -- 
at 11 hours per green ton 


Totals 


3,000 acres ¥ 


3,000 acres ¥ 
4,860 tons + 


—_ 


1,367 acres 
298 acres F 
217 acres 
1,262 cwt. 


258 acres 
515 acres 


Required maboreriaants 


10 acres 


4 tons 


acres 
acre 
acre 
pounds 


2.0 acre 


Required number 


9 (from lst 
to 15th) 

25 (from lst 
to 15th) 


sisson __{eidsem _| an |_a__ 358 man-months | 


8,180 acres f 
150,700 cwt. 
20,040 acres $ 


3,456 tons # 


456 acres 
2,972 crates 
217 acres 
217 acres 
947 cwt. 
1,029 acres 


6 acres 
(in 8 hours) 
4 tons 


3.0 acres 
8 crates 
0.5 acre 
1.0 acre 
200 pounds 
1 acre 

1 ton 
0.33 ton 


Table dontinsee on next | page. i 


(from lst 
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(for 7 days 
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September 


Grain: Harvesting wheat 
(Carisa Plain) 
Hauling bulk grain 
Harvesting (other districts 


Seed crops: MIrrigating and 
harvesting 
Sugar beets: 
loading 
Peas (pole): Picking 
Lettuce: Thinning 
Hoeing 
Cutting and packing 
truck shipments 
Tomatoes: Picking for shipping 
Almonds: Knocking 
Hulling by machine 
Totals 
Beans: Threshing 
Grain: Harvesting wheat 
(Carisa Plain) 
Hauling bulk grain 
Seed crops: Irrigating and 
harvesting 
Sugar beets: Topping and 
loading 
Peas (pole): Picking 
Lettuce: Hoeing 
Cutting and packing truck 
shipments 
String beans: Picking 
Tomatoes: Picking for shipping 
Almonds: Knocking 
Hulling by machine 
Grapes: Picking 


Topping and 


8,180 acres + 


150,700 cwt. 


6,680 acres > ad 


7,285 tons 
40,115 crates 
217 acres 
217 acres 


23,647 crates 
7,050 lugs 
= tons 

tons 


22,544 cwt. 


4,090 acres} 
To,O00 Cwts. 


— 


7,068 tons 
75,773 crates 
217 acres 


23,647 crates 
1,262 cwt. 
39,480 lugs 
192 tons 

192 tons 

338 tons 


Output per man-de man- lays 


10 acres 


6 acres 
(in 8 hours) 


, 
1,114(0f 
8 hours) 


5 tons 

8 crates 
0.5 acre 
1.0 acre 


20 crates 
20 packed lugs 
oe oman 


8 crates 
1.0 acre 


20 crates 

200 cwt. 

20 packed boxes 
150 pounds 

400 pounds 

1 ton 


26 (from 15th 
to 30th) 


Table continued on next page. 
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Pa ea ray Required |Available | Required number 
ISiz¢ of task Output per man-day | man-days days of workers* 


Table 3 continued. 


Month Crop and task 
September |Prunes: Picking up 1840 tons 2,000 pounds 2 Ba 
(continued) Dipping and drying --at 8 
hours per green ton 840 tons == 29 
Walnuts: Harvesting and if 
hulling by hand 24 tons 150 pounds 40 (from 20th 
Totals $ 
October Beans: Threshing by 
stationary machine 15,030 cwt. 31 (from ist 
to 25th) 
Seed crops: Harvesting -- a3 
Sugar beets: Topping and 
loading 4,296 tons 5 tons 36 
Peas (pole): Picking 29,715 crates 8 crates ; (from lst 


to 10th) 
Lettuce: Cutting carlot 
shipments— 5 cars 
Cutting and packing truck 


1,560 crates 30 crates (for 5 dys) 


shipments 
String beans: 


Tomatoes: Picking for shipping 


23,647 crates 
631 cwt. 
77,550 lugs 


20 crates 
200 pounds 
20 packed lugs 








Almonds: Knocking 144 tons 150 pounds 
Hulling by machine 144 tons 400 pounds 
Grapes: Picking 338 tons ¥ 1 ton 28 (from 15th] 
to 30th) . 
Walnuts: Harvesting and 
hulling by hand 178 tons 150 pounds 
Totals a VT 
November Seed crops: Harvesting 
Lettuce: Cutting carlot 
shipments— 3 cars 936 crates 30 crates 11 (for 3 days 
Tomatoes: Picking for shipping |16,920 lugs 20 packed lugs 85 (from lst 
to 10th) 
Almonds: Knocking 48 tons 150 pounds 64 (for 10 


days) 
Hulling by machine 48 tons 400 pounds 24 (for 10 
days) 


Table continued on next page. » 
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Output per man-day | man-deys days of workers* . 
to 15th 


CLR CRORES BES 24 


Table 3 continued 

Month Crop and task 3 

November Walnuts: Harvesting and 
(continued) hulling by hand 

























Totals 
December ~- No appreciable amount of seasonal labor needed. 





* On a monthly basis unless otherwise noted. 


t On seasons when the spring pea crop has been good, it is probable that as many as 400 pickers have been 
employed during the "peek" in March or April. 


+ Estimated portion of task done by seasonal workers. 


Heuling bulk grain to ranch bins and to shipping point requires about the same amount of labor es 
harvesting. 


Ft =A heavy crop of almonds probably would require from 400 to 500 men for knocking. 
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15. 


TABLE 4 


Summary of Seasonal Labor Needs by 
Months 
San Luis Obispo County 
1935 


Available Required man-months 
work days of seasonal labor 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 


December 
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